
����SOME PRINCIPLES FOR STUDYING THE BIBLE 

1. CONTEXT 

What is going on in the passage? 

For example: where are we in history, or where are we in the story? 
Who are the main characters? 

Who is talking to whom, and about what? 

2. MEANING (EXEGESIS) 

Draw out the meaning of what is said “there and then” in the passage. 

For Example: Who is speaking to whom? What is the speaker saying? 
Is it an instruction, an event, a story, sarcasm, hyperbole, a prediction, 
poetry? 

Are there any other similar events, statements or concepts in scripture? 

3. INTERPRETATION 

Compare the meaning of this passage or verse with other scriptures 
and ask questions about the meaning. 

For Example: What is the main teaching or principle?  

Does the main teaching or principle of this passage contradict or agree 
with other parts of Scripture? 

What is God saying? What does God mean by giving us these words? 

Is the meaning literal? Symbolic? Can the meaning be interpreted in 
more than one way without contradiction? What is the central truth and 
how does that relate to God’s Extremely Big Plan, of which Christ is the 
central figure? 

4. APPLICATION 

Look for a contemporary example of how to apply the passage in the 
“here and now”. 

For example: Does the meaning and interpretation apply to me? How 
do I apply it to my life? 

How does it apply to the church or the world? 

Are there any limitations or special instructions on how I apply it is it 
part of a larger truth which I can apply to my life? 
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NEHEMIAH CHAPTER 1 

 
WHAT’S GOING ON? 

 

WHAT’S BEING SAID OR DONE? 

 

KEY VERSE: 

“They are your servants and your people, whom you have 
redeemed by your great power and by your strong hand.” 

(Neh 1:10) 

Zerubbabel and Ezra have returned to Jerusalem after exile. Temple rebuilt 

(1:4) Nehemiah is informed of the conditions in Jerusalem 

 

(1:5-11) Nehemiah is praying 

 

 

(1:3) Walls of Jerusalem are broken down 

(1:4) Nehemiah weeps, fasts and prays 

(1:5) God is great; God keeps His covenant promises 

(1:6a) Nehemiah is asking God to listen 

(1:6b) Individual and corporate confession (intercession) 

(1:7) Confession of disobedience to God’s commandments 

(1:8-9) Nehemiah recalls God’s promises and warnings 

(1:10) Nehemiah recalls God’s past favour and Israel’s place in God 

(1:11) Asks for success for those who delight in God. 

Nehemiah serves in the kings Palace 

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? WHAT DOES THIS TEACH US? 

 

HOW DO WE APPLY THIS TO OURSELVES? 

 

SUMMARY 

 

(1:3) people are vulnerable: Glory of God’s city is diminished (cf. v9) 

(1:4) God’s people place are important to Nehemiah 

(1:5) God is scary; God is dependable (Dan 9:4) 

(1:6a) God is approachable, He can be spoken to, He has ears (Dan 9:18-19) 

(1:6b) As members of the body, when 1 fall, we all fall 

(1:7) Our sin is rebellion against divine revelation; self loathing (Ez 36:31) 

(1:8-9) Prayer involves turning God’s promises into petitions 

Prayer is governed by God’s promises and warnings (Deut 30:3-5) 

(1:10) Prayer remembers who God is and who we are (redeemer; redeemed 

(1:11) God’s favour is an act of mercy 

Prayer is to be shaped by the knowledge of the nature of the Covenant God. 

It involves recognition and adoration of who God is and what He is like 

Prayer is to be a confession and self loathing of our sins 

Prayer is to be governed according to who we are (Covenant Children) 

Prayer turns His Covenant promises into petitions, giving confidence that He 

Hears us (1 John 5:14) 

Prayer is the confident, humble approach to a God who has made promises 

that he will always keep. Prayer is shaped by His character and promises 

and His warnings. We confess and loathe sin and in all our asking, we are 

turning His promises into petitions and asking for His merciful favour 


