NEHEMIAH

CHAPTER 5
“Debt is the worst poverty.”
Thomas Fuller
1608-1661, British Clergyman, Author

NEHEMIAH CHAPTER 5

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN OR TEACH US?

WHAT’S GOING ON?
(5:1-5)
(5:1-19) Complaints about oppression and Nehemiah’s Response

(5:6-9) Demanding more than is required is unjust ((Ex 22:25)
God does not demand more from us than required, do we?
(5:9)How does walking in the fear of the Lord prevent the
taunts of the world? What does the fear achieve? (glory among nations)
(Rom 2:24; Eze 36:20-23: purpose of Israel's redemption, cf. Isa 49:1-6)
(5:10-13) Return houses, stop interest (Lev 25:35-41)

WHAT’S BEING SAID OR DONE?

((5:14-18) Fear of the Lord is the basis for ethics (cf vs9, 15)
5:19) We look to God for reward

(5:1-5) Three groups complain: foodless (landless); mortgaged; enslaved

HOW DO WE APPLY THIS TO OURSELVES?

(5:6-9) Nehemiah turns prosecutor
The Charge: Exacting more than is required (interest)
Taking houses (and people) as security, then selling these on into slavery
(5:10-13) Nehemiah sets the terms for restoration and release
Do not exact any more interest.
(5:14-18) Nehemiah’s diary entry

Our ethics are derived from a fear of God, not the world.
God’s glory is manifest through our reverence for His name
Oppression comes through demanding more than is required
In what areas might we be oppressing each other or exacting
More than is required?

(5:19) Nehemiah looks to God for his reward

SUMMARY

KEY VERSE:

Jesus paid our debt-slavery in order to free us from oppression. He does

“So I said, "The thing that you are doing is not good. Ought you
not to walk in the fear of our God to prevent the taunts of the
nations our enemies?”” (Neh 5:9)

Not exact interest from His children and nor should we make demands
beyond what is written.
The fear of the Lord is the basis of Christian ethics, through which God’s
Glory is revealed to the world around us

