
    

    

    

EZRA CHAPTER 1EZRA CHAPTER 1EZRA CHAPTER 1EZRA CHAPTER 1    

    

    

    

    

    

    

WELCOME TO PERSIAWELCOME TO PERSIAWELCOME TO PERSIAWELCOME TO PERSIA    

 
God moves History for His people 

 



GOD MOVES HISTORY GOD MOVES HISTORY GOD MOVES HISTORY GOD MOVES HISTORY TO GATHERTO GATHERTO GATHERTO GATHER HIS PEOPLE HIS PEOPLE HIS PEOPLE HIS PEOPLE    

Ezra Chapter 1 

WELCOME TO PERSIA! 

We are in a time in biblical history called the post-exilic period. 
The last of the Jews were carted off to Babylon in about 586 B.C. 
But on October 29, 539 B.C., Cyrus came into the city of Babylon 
and Persia became the Head Knocker of the world.  

Persia was very eager to show her  people that “the government is 
for you.” The Persians were ecumenical in their religious policy - 
they encouraged people to worship in their own way. 

Never the less, in the days of Ezra-Nehemiah, Israel was a loser. 

Who cares about a postage-stamp size kingdom in the political 
backwater of the Ancient Near East? Who cares about the people 
who used to live there? 

Answer: The covenant God does! God cares because He has 
made a promise to gather these losers, and He’ll move history on 
their behalf. 

WHOSE MOVING WHO? (1:1) 

1. What is driving the Historical events in Ezra 1:1? 

 

2. Does this event (promised in Jer 29:10-14) give us a principle 
for interpreting events in our own lives (Jer 29:11; Acts 17:24-28)? 

 

TEMPLE BUILDERS - THEN AND NOW (1:2-4) 

3. What is the significance of the Temple - Then and Now? 

 

Place we meet with God; Jesus the Temple (Mk 14:58; 1 Cor 3:10-11, 16; 1 Pet 2:4-5) 

God’s desire to fulfill His own word (Jer 29:10-14; Isa 44:28-45:1-7) 

The principle is that God governs the lives of His people for their good (Acts 17:24-28)  

4. Who covers the cost - Then and Now? 

 

GOD’S WILL AND THE DESIRES OF HIS PEOPLE (1:5-6) 

Temple worship was at the heart of Jewish life, yet they had to be 
stirred up by God to do it. 

����Discuss the relationship and harmony between God’s will and 

our desires. 

5. Why are the people gathering? 

 

6. What makes the gathering possible? 

 

THE GOD OF POTS AND PANS (1:7-11) 

“Oh, a list of kitchen ware. How pedantic. There’s nothing here for 
us. Can we please move on?” 

But wait. What is the significance of this? Consider: 

• Dan 1:1-2 - Nebuchadnezzar pilfers the temple and 
dedicates them to His god 

• Dan 5:1-4 - Belshazzar toasts the supremacy of his gods 
over our God with our God’s stolen tableware! 

����Discuss what this inventory of returned goods would say to 

Israel about their God, and what effect it would have on those 
whose “house” was robbed. 

God directs history to fulfill His promises. He stirs us, by 
His word, to gather in joyful obedience. He strengthens 
our hope by restoring what was ours and He generously 
provides for our needs through one another. 

The bill paid for by Cyrus (3:7; 6:4; Isa 44:28 ) Paid for by Jesus (Acts 20:28) 

To worship God in their midst, to raise the banner of their God (portrayed in the temple) 

God Stirring (1:5) Generosity (1:6; Acts 2:44-47) 


