
����PERSIAN KINGS DURUNG ESTHER, EZRA & NEHEMIAH 

 

 

• Cyrus II the Great, established the Persian Empire and 
ruled it from 550–529. 

(Zerubbabel) 

• Cambyses II, his son, ruled 530–522. 

 

• Smerdis, his alleged brother, ruled 522. 

 

• Darius I the Great, son of Hystaspes, ruled 521–486. 

(Zerubbabel, Haggai, Zechariah) 

• Xerxes I (Ahasuerus), his son, ruled 486–465. 

 

• Artaxerxes I Longimanus, his son, ruled 464–424. 

(Malachi, Ezra (6-7), Nehemiah, Esther -  known as Ahasuerus) 

••••    Xerxes II, his son, ruled 424. 
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NEHEMIAH CHAPTER 2 

WHAT’S GOING ON? 

 

WHAT’S BEING SAID OR DONE? 

 

KEY VERSE: 

“ And the king granted me what I asked, for the good hand of my 
God was upon me.” (Neh 2:8) 

 

(2:1-8) Nehemiah’s request 

(2:9-10) Derision of the Persian’s 

(2:11-16) Secret investigation of the walls by Nehemiah 

(2:17-18) The preparation and exhortation to work 

(2:19-21) More Derision 

 

(1:1-8) Nehemiah tells the King his troubles 

Nehemiah prays to God on how to answer 

Nehemiah makes request 

God’s hand is on Nehemiah so the King gives approval  

(2:10) Sanballat’s derision 

(2:19-20) Nehemiah’s rejection of help from the local Persians 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? WHAT DOES THIS TEACH US? 

 

HOW DO WE APPLY THIS TO OURSELVES? 

 

SUMMARY 

 

(1:1-8) Like the favour on Ezra (cf. Ezra 7:6) 

The Kings heart is in God’s hand (Prov 21:1) 

Nehemiah entrusts himself to God 

Would we say the good hand was on Nehemiah if God the King has said no? 

(2:18; Gen 20:1-7; 2 Cor 12:7-10) 

Nehemiah’s desires are shaped by God’s design 

(2:10) Why is Sanballat opposed to the rebuilding of the walls? (Ez 4:1-6) 

(2:19-20) Why does Nehemiah reject the help of the foreigners? (Syncretism) 

 

 

God’s hand is always good to those who delight in Him 

The goodness of God’s Hand is not seen in the yes or the no but  

in doing what is best toward those who delight in Him 

On that basis, we are to strengthen our own hands to do the work God has 

Put before those who delight in Him 

 

God satisfies  the desires of a heart that is shaped by His word/will 

We are to submit our plans to Him, consider them in light of his promises 

And be encouraged by those promises to work. 

 


